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Mumbai Calling

As Lucy Liu’s directorial venture Meena nears

DIFTINAGPALL-DSOUZAAND RITIKA JAIN

T s indeed a challenge to bring out a
I camera on Mumbai streets and remaim un
notcesd. But Hollywood actor Lusy Lis (of
Charfiv s Angel and Kl B fame ) Jdud manage to
evade the public eye for a few days as she shot
here in Mumbai for her dircctoral debot Meena
a M-mmnute narrative-style documentary, whach s
pne of six such features that make up the Amerni-
can teke-senes Half the Shy based on the book by
Pulitrer Priee winners Nicholas Kristof and
Sheryl WuDuna
As Lim wraps up ber shoot and readies to leave

completion, the team members talk about the project

'f '

for Los Angeles, she finally gives in. “Darecting
film in India has been absolutely amazing. I'm
homoured to be a part of this project, talking
about ¢mpowerment of women and girls around
the workl.”™ She refers to the six-part series that
looks at a vanety of countries and cultures

Ethiopia Cambodia, Paksstan
Afghanistan and India—and explores gender
incguahity through the wsues of health, educa-
Hon sexunl viokence, Each
episode, directed by various popular actresses
like Angelinag Johe, Scarlett Johanson and Ashley
Judd, profikes 2 woman who has pourneyed from

Somalidand,

ccopomics and

tragedy (o trmmph

»

T'he feature that Liu is divecting 1ells the true
story of Meena Hasina, a woman who was sold
mto 2 brothe! as a child and who ultimately ¢s-
caped 10 become an advocate for the rights of
girks and women. It stars Tannwhtha Chattenee as
the protagomist and Himany Shivpurt as the
brothel owner, Chatterjee says that Liu chose her
for the film after sceing her in Sarah Gavron™s
Hnck Lawe. “The producers then got in touch
with me dircctly.” she says

Varua Shah, the unst productson manager for
the serses, explains that the film is 3 narrative-
style documentary. “The real-life Meena will be
talking about her Nie once the story has been re
¢nacted ™ The pre-production and prodection
work in India took over two months though
Liu"s schedule is as short as 14 days. “She has
directed the film along wiih Mcgan Asrons and
Collin Gray who are siblings and Lucy’s child-
hood riends

T'he film has been shot chiefly in the narrow
alleys of Versova Village and a bungalow in
Andhers. Though unfamilsar to the country, Liv
took to the landscape and mlicy and didn ¥ con-
sider it ax an extraordinary challenge, awserts
Shah. “However, t's ineresting to note that the
entire film has been shot throagh a still camera,
which is an emerging trend abroad. The DSLR
cameras, Canon DS and D7, gave us some very
imterestmg resabts whach helped keep our budget
under control”

About Liu, both Chatteryee and Shah are all
praises. The former focks that it was great that as
an outsider, she didn Y attach any "eaxotic” valee to
the approach of the story, “She was understanding
and above all, very seastive towards the msue,”
says Chatterjee. Shah finds it commendable that
despite being a bage name, L came wathoat any
emotional baggage. “She had a clear visson and
was sensitive 10 1he production chablenges. So if
we had o shoot in 2 number of alleys, she
brought it down to only three. And she never had
any “special™ needs and ate and bebhaved pust like
the rest of the staft
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